
SJB NEWS NOTES
FRANCISCAN FRIARS       O�ce of Communications       Province of St. John the Baptist February 3, 2012

From Frank

Continued on Page 3

Building upon 
its heritage 

St. Leonard 
Franciscan Living 

Community is

I saw a billboard recently that said, “If you can read this, thank a teacher.”  Aubert Grieser was one 
of those teachers for me.  He touched my life at a critical point and helped me to gain confidence 
in a situation that was terrifying to me at the time—public speaking.  I thought of him regularly 
at St. Vincent Hospital when I led groups for people seeking employment.  I told them, “I had the 
same music and speech teacher as Tom Cruise.”  They were duly impressed.  Then I told them that 
he screamed at me once, “You can’t sing!  You’ve got a worm in your Adam’s apple!”

 We’ve all had teachers who have impressed, challenged and inspired us.  This week we 
celebrate Catholic Schools Week where we recognize the tremendous impact that Catholic 
education has had on our Church.  It’s a real challenge to sustain these schools, especially in 
these tough financial times.  

We honor the men and women in our schools who dedicate their lives to passing on the faith 
and good, solid Catholic values.  Congratulations to our grade school and high school teachers 
and their students!  We are indebted to you.  Thanks!

 – Frank Jasper, OFM

B
BY TONI CASHNELLI

ill and Betty Greger are visiting 
their new neighbors.     
 Dapper in the tan shirt and 

cap of his veterans’ group, 88-year-old 
Bill mingles with guests while Betty, 
84, settles into a cozy chair. They will 
soon be joined by residents, dignitaries, 
administrators and others involved in the 
project they are here to celebrate.  Today 
is a milestone for St. Leonard Franciscan 
Living Community in Centerville, Ohio. 
It’s the grand opening of San Damiano 
Residence, three two-story wings largely 
devoted to St. Leonard’s area of expertise, 

support for those whose memories and 
activities are affected by Alzheimer’s and 
dementia. 
 “We’ve taken another step toward 
our mission statement,” says Sr. Kateri 
Theriault, OSF, a member of the 
Sisters of St. Francis of Sylvania, Ohio, 
sponsors of St. Leonard through Sylvania 
Franciscan Health. A single sentence, 
posted on the walls and printed in the 
program booklet, explains why they 
are here: “Responding to the Gospel of 
Jesus, St. Leonard assists seniors of all 
faiths to achieve their highest level of 
independence.” 

Top left, the new San 
Damiano Residence; top 
right, Bill and Betty Greger; 
above, Loren Connell gives 
the benediction.
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Aubert Grieser, OFM
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     Please welcome Fr. Khoa 
Nguyen, OFM, a friar of Holy 
Name Province who is working 
at Sacred Heart Parish in Dayton 
and will be attached to St. 
Clement Friary in St. Bernard. 
In a letter of introduction, HN 
Vicar Dominic Monti provided 
some background. Khoa, 55, 
is a native of Vietnam who 
entered the Order in the United 
States and has a D.Min. from 
Catholic University. “Besides 
several assignments here in the States, he worked in 
Vietnam for about eight years as a teacher in several 
seminaries and as a consultant to the Vietnamese 
Bishops. He came back to the States toward the end 
of 2010 and has been relieving another Vietnamese 
friar who was on a year sabbatical.” Khoa’s contact 
info is in Directory Updates.

     John Joseph Gonchar has a request. “Should 
there be a decent Franciscan habit not being used, I 

could use one. I am 5’ 7’’ tall and of medium build.  My 
current habit is becoming ‘hole-ier’ as time goes on.  
Even holy habits eventually lose their whole-liness.”

     Happy Birthday to Bruce Hausfeld, who turns 
78 on Super Bowl Sunday. He writes: “Am enjoying 
retirement immensely and would highly recommend it 
to anyone.  My health has been good, knock on wood!  
We have been having lots of friar visitors wanting to 
see the new house that we have.  Lots of friars were 
here in Santa Fe for Archbishop Sanchez’s funeral and 
they all stopped by.  Any friar is welcome to come 
and stay as long as they like” [in one of the four guest 
rooms].

     Authentic German food is the draw for a lunchtime 
Senior Friar Outing planned for Thursday, Feb. 16, 
at the Hofbrauhaus, a restaurant and brewery at 200 
E. 3rd St. in Newport, Ky. Plan to arrive at 11:30 a.m. 
Transportation is on your own, so please consider 
car-pooling. David Crank (at 513-368-7055) is taking 
reservations. The deadline to secure your spot is 
Tuesday, Feb. 14. 

FOCUS ON FRIARS

Khoa Nguyen, OFM

 Corner 
 Frat 

From the Fraternal Life Committee

 

Health and wellness are wholesome and vital parts 
of our Fraternal/Franciscan/Spiritual Life.  St. Paul’s 
exhortation, “Do you not know that your body is a 
temple of the Holy Spirit within you, which you have 
from God?  You are not your own; you were bought 
with a price; so glorify God in your body” (1 Cor. 
6:19), gives Brother Ass a formal place in our striving 
to “be perfect.”
 From time to time, we want to share some material 
relating to the goals of Health and Wellness.  So how 
about SLEEP, one of the most essential factors in our 
health and ability to live our physical, ministerial, and 
yes, a growing spiritual life?  Do we get proper sleep?  
If regular lack of sufficient sleep becomes a problem 
for each of us, here are seven things not to do because 
they steal your sleep!

1. Work out, but do so in the morning or early 
afternoon, not evenings (physical exercise can 
enhance your sleep, but not if done late in the 
day).

2. Avoid caffeine after lunch (it stays in your 

system for 12 hours).
3. Avoid big evening dinners (500 calories is 

about all your digestive system can handle 
without working well into the night).

4. Avoid nicotine (it is a stimulant).
5. Skip the nightcap; stop drinking two or more 

hours before bedtime (alcohol may initially 
make you drowsy but can later make you 
wakeful and restless).

6. Turn off the TV and computer screens (glowing 
screens signal your brain to stay alert).

7. Don’t take your work to bed (conditioning your 
system to working in bed makes it harder for 
you to relax there).

And here is one positive thing to do: Pray your Night 
Prayers, give thanks for another day, and welcome 
happy thoughts. 
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Continued from Page 1
his is not a place where old folks come to die. It’s a 
place where they come to live.
 The opening of San Damiano brings to 800 the 

number of residents who will occupy what friars remember 
as St. Leonard College, a school of theology for more than 
20 years. Included in that number are Friars Joe Rigali, the 
former Chaplain, and current Chaplain Loren Connell.  
 “I’m very proud of where we’ve come to and where 
we’ve come from,” says Kateri, Director of Mission 
Integration. “This is hallowed ground. It’s land that was 
made sacred in the ‘50s when the friars were here.”   

A Franciscan presence

Officially, “The Director of Mission Integration provides 
leadership, consultation, and direct assistance to the Mission 
Integration activities of St. Leonard,” according to her job 
description, which covers most areas of spiritual direction. 
But Kateri is also a keeper of the flame, dedicated to making 
St. Leonard the living embodiment of Franciscan values. 
 The atmosphere – tranquil, supportive, welcoming – was 
obvious to Betty the first time she and Bill visited. “We have 
to get on their waiting list,” she told him. Thirteen years ago, 
the Gregers traded their five-bedroom house in Kettering for 
a three-bedroom cottage at St. Leonard. “I just feel at home 
here,” Betty says. “Every day you’re meeting somebody else. 
Our family is much bigger because they’re all like family,” 
bound by faith and a sense of community.  
  From the staff to volunteers and residents, “It’s like a 
gigantic extended family,” says Tim Dressman, Executive 
Director at St. Leonard. The common denominator is “being 
in an environment where you’re not only physically secure, 
but spiritually secure. When people walk in the buildings, 
there is such a feeling of calm, peace of mind.” Tim says 
his role “is not to create great buildings. It’s to create a 
great environment” by setting an example. Kindness breeds 

kindness, whether it’s a pat on the back or a well-timed thank-
you. “Working among the greatest people in the world makes it 
a lot easier.” 
 Kateri’s main ministry is to the staff. “They’re the ones 
who make real our values,” she says. “If they’re doing their job 
and are happy doing it, our residents are served well.” When 
she came on board in 2001, “We did not have a San Damiano 
crucifix” on the property. “Now in every building we have one. 
That’s a Franciscan piece that speaks loudly.” 

A grand opening

t San Damiano Residence the strongest visual 
evidence of Franciscans is near the entrance. It’s a 
ceramic statue with three facades: St. Francis; St. 

Clare; and St. Leonard.  Created by Sylvanian Sr. Jane Mary 
Sorosiak, OSF, it’s a magnet for officials, residents, architects 
and employees gathered in the lobby for remarks preceding 
today’s ribbon-cutting.     

E

Above, a homey setting on the first floor of San Da-
miano Residence; right, Bill Greger wields the scissors 
at the ribbon-cutting. Continued on Page 3

Tim Dressman with Sr. Kateri Theriault, OSF

A

Continued on Page 4
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This month on our province website, www.franciscan.org, 
we’re featuring:

•	 Matthias Crehan and Jeff Scheeler on the Who We 
Are welcome page;

•	 Murray Bodo, Ministry & Mission welcome page;
•	 Brian Maloney, JPIC welcome page;
•	 Paul Desch, JPIC Franciscan Perspectives page;
•	 and former seminarian Tom Cruise, Missionary 

Life page of Ministry & Mission.

Check it out!

  

     Matthew Brozovic is now in Room 232 at St. Margaret 
Hall in Cincinnati. His direct phone extension is 513-618-
0782. “I’m alive and well,” he reported this week. “Please 
tell everyone I’m appreciative of the calls and visits.”

     The mailing address for HNP friar Khoa Nguyen is: 
Sacred Heart Church, 217 W. Fourth St., Dayton, OH 
45401. Phone numbers are: 937-224-3904 and 
864-414-1781. E-mail him at: 11Lkhoa82@gmail.com.
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On the WEB

 Joe Rigali, once a teacher and guardian at St. 
Leonard, starts the ceremony with an invocation for the 
assembled crowd: “May all of those who come here 
experience peace of spirit, joy of heart, and healing of 
mind and body.” Instead of speeches, there are brief 
testimonials. “This institution is such a treasure,” says 
C. Mark Kingseed, Mayor of Centerville. “It helps the 
residents of this community who have earned the right of 
retirement with dignity. The strength of a society is how 
it deals with people most in need of assistance.”   
 Glancing around the homelike lobby, James Pope, 
President and CEO of Sylvania Franciscan Health, puts 
the day in perspective. “It’s not about the building,” 
he says. “It’s about the people we will serve while the 
building exists. It’s totally about people.” 
 Chaplain Loren Connell has come full circle 
here, from student to resident. “Forty-five years ago, 
St. Leonard was my home,” he says in the closing 
benediction. “No one living here could have imagined 
what St. Leonard would be today.” 
 When it’s time to snip the ribbon spanning the 
entrance, Bill heads outside, joining a line of VIPs 
behind a band of blue. It turns out that Bill, a former 
electrical contractor, took part in the planning meetings 
for San Damiano. Representing residents, he steps 
forward, gold scissors in hand, to do the honors. 
 There are tours and snacks to come, but the youthful 
project architect, Russell Garber of Andrews Architects, 
is ready to relax. “I’m happy it’s finished,” he says, “but 
it’s kind of bittersweet.” After three years of almost 

daily visits to St. Leonard, “I’ve made some good 
relationships. The sad thing is, we won’t be coming here 
anymore.” 
 Don’t worry, Russ. You can always put your name 
on the waiting list.  

DIRECTORY UPDATES

Right, “Three 
Saints”, by Sr. 
Jane Mary 
Sorosiak, 
OSF, graces 
the lobby 
of San 
Damiano; 
below, the 
library nook 
near the 
lobby.
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